
Programme

Year 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Eligible area (p): 11 11
Contracted area (ha): 20 774 40 011
Contracted farmers (p): 321 724
Allocated sources (€/year) 2 526 4 780

§ 
61/2009. regulation on the 

AE-payments for the period 
2009-2014

Introduction of new eligible  HNVAs and 
schemes, implementation of the HNVA zone-

system

National Rural Development PlanNational Agri-environmental Programme

Review of the HNVA 
delineation, elaboration of 

new schemes and the zone-
system of the HNVAs.
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New Hungary Rural Development Programme

Monitoring activities on sample areas for measuring the natural and environmental benefits of the HNVA payments

§ 
2253/1999. decision 
of the government 
about the National 
Agri-environmental 

Programme

Preparation process, first 
delineation of the Environmentally 

Sensitive Areas

§
2/2002. joint degree about the 

regulation of the ESAs

Implementation of the HNVA 
programme in sample areas

Preparation of 
monitoring 

plans for each 
HNVA

Since 2009 farmers are able to apply for special HNVA AE-
schemes on  900 000 hectares.

In the course of the National Rural Development Plan the preparation for the new supporting period has 
begun together with the elaboration of necessary improvements.

Preparation of feasible studies for each HNVA

Realizing the interdependence of nature protection and agriculture, the Hungarian Government laid down in form of official decision that a national programme has to be elaborated in order to harmonize the interests of the two sectors and 
to save the natural values bound to the utilized areas.

An important part of preparation works of the National Agri-environmental Programme was the identification of agricultural areas that can be considered as environmentally sensitive, play a very important role in saving 
biological diversity and where there is a high need for extensive cultivation methods. The designation was carried out based on the analysis of geographic information system databases and the detailed surveys of 
botanists, zoologists and experts of national parks directorates.

The first delineation of the Environmentally Sensitive Areas was defined in a regulation. Due to financial reasons, in the year 2002-2003 near-natural farming could only be supported in a 
few pilot areas, not in all designated areas appointed in the regulation.

Since the accession of Hungary to the European Union the eligible areas and the content of the program have changed to some extent and 
became part of the agri-environmental measure defined in the National Rural Development Plan.

Introduction of new 
eligible  HNVAs, 

delineation in the LPIS

§
 150/2004. regulation on 

AE payments for the 
period 2004-2009 

The support of nature-friendly management methods in High Nature Value Farmland Areas
in Hungary

Balázs Sipos, SzIU-Gödöllő, Institute of Environmental and Landscape Management, e-mail: sipos.balazs@yahoo.com
Bertalan Balczó, Ministry of Environment and Water, State Secretariat for Nature Protection, e-mail: bertalan.balczo@kvvm.gov.hu
László Podmaniczky, SzIU-Gödöllő, Institute of Environmental and Landscape Management, Department of Environmental Economics, e-mail: podmaniczky.laszlo@kti.szie.hu
Péter Tóth, Ministry of Environment and Water, State Secretariat for Nature Protection, e-mail: peter.toth@kvvm.gov.hu

The Programme of High Nature Value Areas from the beginnings to our time
Cultivated lands represent 83% of the territory of Hungary, therefore considerable part of our natural values can be found in ecosystems evolved under human impact. That is the reason why there is high need in Hungary for integrating 
nature protection objectives into farming and for harmonizing the goals of nature conservation and agriculture. Hungary supports farmers taking on special, voluntary nature protection aimed management requirements in the designated 
High Nature Value Areas by means of area-based agri-environmental payments. The delineation of the HNVAs, the elaboration of land-use prescriptions, the establishment of the current support-system are all results of the efforts in the 
last ten years. The process is summarized in the following figure.

Contracted area (ha) Natura 2000  (ha) %

Arable farming scheme with habitat improvement specifications for Great Bustard 62 922 43 898 70%

Arable farming scheme with habitat improvement specifications for Wild Goose and Crane 377 163 43%

Arable farming scheme with specifications of habitat improvement for Red-footed Falcon 2 225 1 727 78%

Arable farming scheme with specifications of habitat improvement for birds and small game 34 154 8 391 25%

Grassland management scheme with specifications of habitat improvement for Great Bustard 82 141 77 394 94%

Grassland management scheme with specifications of habitat improvement 28 349 20 973 74%

Nature conservation land use scheme for the conversion of arable land into grassland management 4 453 2 532 57%

Zonal agri-environmental scheme for High Nature Value Farmland Areas
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Further goals to achieve
Farm-level planning of the land-use prescriptions with the assistance of an advisory system, and consideration of the 
specialities of local environment when defining management requirements.

Strengthening the connection between management requirements and the ecological needs of target species.  

Improvement of the monitoring activities in order to measure the natural and environmental benefits of payments.

Overall harmonization of the programme with the Natura 2000 network.

Hungary designated 25 HNVAs so far with a total area of 900 000 hectares. Besides 
the notable increase of the eligible areas, another new element has been 
implemented in the present support period (2009-2014): the territory of each HNVA is 
classified to three zones. The zones of the HNVAs play two different roles at the same 
time. On the one hand, the zone defines which schemes the farmers are free to apply 
for. On the other hand, the zone-classification of the land has an influence on the 
score that the farmer can reach at the ranking of the applications.

The designated High Nature Value Areas and their zonation The Heves-plain High Nature Value Farmland 
Area and its zonation

I/1. zone

I/2. zone

II. zone

III. zone

Available zonal AE-
schemes per zones
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The special nature protection aimed agri-environmental schemes of HNVAs and the results in 2009
Farmers in HNVAs had the opportunity to apply for 7 different special nature protection-aimed agri-environmental schemes. Schemes developed for grasslands and arable lands are specified for the protection of some species or for the 
improvement of habitats, but thanks to the complexity of the commitments the program also improves natural conditions and biological diversity.
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