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Result based payments

* Whole new approach for farmers

* A lot of resources and time needed on education

* Give farmers time to adapt

* Trust and encouragement

* Empowers farmers to make the right decision for the farm business
* Meaningful payments
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Figure 10: Words used to describe PMP catchments currently
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It is important to me that the wildlife on my farm is conserved

Is a results-based programme fair?

9 1 % Agree



80% of all herd numbers in the catchment area
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Catchment Coverage
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Glaskeelan
Signed Contracts: 12
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Bundorragha
Signed Contracts: 53

Owenriff
Signed Contracts: 37







The Pearl Mussel project had over
of 850 supporting actions
completed with in excess of
€265,000 paid out to farmers for
delivering supporting actions
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‘% Fertiliser & Slurry Guidance

&

Algse growing in dver doe Dead aed sivssed
mresenge of nulriests pearl muzzelz

o BEfore Slurry spread

Low scoring peatla

No
5

Nutrients from slurry/fertiliser cause extreme algae
growth which smothers the mussels at juvenile stage

Peatland scores ing

The practice of hous L 5
Glven the nature o i TF tilcatic ?
o tenauelt - Aifcal ertiliser o e e

. Applying artificial chemical phosphorus (P) without soil samplesand e hamical phozphorus (P) can only be
Opllons fO with insufficient buffer strips in place, is recognised as being a major  yppiied once soil sample chow deficency of
= p source of nutrient loss to watercourses in the PMP catchments P and therw iz no rick of loz: to watercourze.
Spread on suitabl

Exporting of zlurr|
Look at more trad|

Wel vey

Lime is
B

Tips For habitat

management

Reduce artificial
fertiliser use

Let your advisor
know if you are
cutting or topping
before scoring

Rural Environmental
Seheme) is the new Agri
environment scheme.

ACIR ES ACRES (Agri Climate

There are two streams to ACRES:

1. ACRES General is a mix of result-based
and prescriptive actions. It is available
nationally in all areas outside of the
co-operation zones.

2. ACRES Co-operation Project is
available in 8 priority areas

b acres

TSI ELTE PEATLAND HABITAT
Lt LU LLN THREATS & PRESSURES

DAMAGING ACTVITY (Busming)

NON-NATIVE
ENVIASIVE SPECIES
{rhododendran]

caused by vehicle
tractor scoesz

Dense stands of
BRACKEN g

ACRES WEST
CONNACHT

RES West Connacht includ
Co-operation Project (CP} zones:

* Northwest Connacht

* South Mayo / Connemara

The two zones have been broken down inta 6 local
areas (see map below) with project officers located in
each area.

Our team has a wide range of expertise in agriculture
and ecoloev and are available to orovide specialist

Management tips:

Consider type & numiber of
W livestock slong with the
x timing of the grazing on the
£

Do ot spread sy, fermyard
manure, chemical fertisers or %‘R

herbicides on peatiind habitst.

Aunid cresting new drsins on pestiands sz
they will dry aut the bag, Pest needs tobe
‘cansistertly wet far optimal functian

Milow esisting drains to
revegetate whars passible to assist
wth water fltration & socaze.
Apply toproject teem for peatlanc
restarstion a2 8 landzcape action

Supplemertary fzeding with silage
<an seld urnwedcame nutrients and
4 weeds to the soil. If necessary ta
supplemantary fasd, Lse
— concerirates minerel bucketz ar
e iy and mave feeding paints
regulerly ta minimiz= darmage

Minimise disturbance near
‘watercourses srd cancider
- mu esenbishing rigarian zones
which can help imarove wazer
quality 2nd bicdhversity.




Feedback from farmers involved in RBAPS

‘Having the reasons behind the actions the team wanted me to carry
out explained to me clearly without been told | had to do them was a
change from other schemes we were in’

“Now | understand the environmental links on my farm, | look for
actions | can do myself without needing to be told or paid for them’

“ Allwe ever heard from schemes and DAFM is a list of all the things
you cannot do, no one ever told us what we could do until we joined
the Pearl Mussel Project’
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“The benefit | can see from a scheme like the Hen Harrier, is
that the policy planners and scientist implementing it, are
valuing the farmers’ opinions.”

“Farmers knowledge is as important, as policy makers, if not a
little more so. But there is a lot we need to learn from scientist
too”.

“The uplands can be best maintained through farmin

practices, which are supported by schemes like the Hen Harrier

Elroject. The GLAS is just a blanket payment, whereas the Hen
arrier project is specific and improving the farm, but improving

it with the environment in light, as opposed to just improvement

for commercial reasons”. @
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Successful RBPS for farmers

Communication and Engagement

Needs to make sense to farmers:
Financially
Environmentally
Administratively
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