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Result based payments 
• Whole new approach for farmers
• A lot of resources and time needed on education
• Give farmers time to adapt 
• Trust and encouragement 
• Empowers farmers to make the right decision for the farm business 
• Meaningful payments 





Agree
94%

Disagree
1%

Not Provided
5%

It is important to me that the wildlife on my farm is conserved



80% of all herd numbers in the catchment area 





The Pearl Mussel project had over 
of 850 supporting actions 
completed with in excess of  
€265,000 paid out to farmers for 
delivering supporting actions











Feedback from farmers involved in RBAPS 
‘Having the reasons behind the actions the team wanted me to carry 
out explained to me clearly without been told I had to do them was a 
change from other schemes we were in’
‘ Now I understand the environmental links on my farm, I look for 
actions I can do myself without needing to be told or paid for them’
‘ All we ever heard from schemes and DAFM is a list of all the things 
you cannot do, no one ever told us what we could do until we joined 
the Pearl Mussel Project’



“The benefit I can see from a scheme like the Hen Harrier, is 
that the policy planners and scientist implementing it, are 
valuing the farmers’ opinions.” 

“Farmers knowledge is as important, as policy makers, if not a 
little more so. But there is a lot we need to learn from scientist 
too”. 

“The uplands can be best maintained through farming 
practices, which are supported by schemes like the Hen Harrier 
project. The GLAS is just a blanket payment, whereas the Hen 
Harrier project is specific and improving the farm, but improving 
it with the environment in light, as opposed to just improvement 
for commercial reasons”. 



Successful RBPS for farmers

Communication and Engagement

Needs to make sense to farmers:
Financially 
Environmentally 
Administratively



Thank you 


