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Permanent Pasture Definition

SCOTLAND

Permanent pasture is land that is used to grow grasses or other 
herbaceous forage either naturally (self-seeded) or through 
cultivation (sown) and has not been included in the crop 
rotation of the holding for 5 years or longer i.e. from 16 May 
1998. (Scottish Government guidance to farmers).

N. IRELAND

PermanentPastureisdefinedas:

ωLandusedto grow grasses,clover, lucerne,sainfoinor forage
vetchesand Landwhich has not beenusedto grow an arable
cropfor fiveyearsor more. (N. IrelandGuideto LandEligibility)



Determining permanent pasture

Scotland

Scottish IACS a distinction is made between the following 
types of grassland:

· Rough grazing (RGR)

· Grass over 5 years (PGRS)

· Grass under 5 years (TGRS)

· Open woodland (grazed) (WDG)

Permanent Pasture area is the combined total of WDG, 
RGR and PGRS



Determining permanent pasture

N.Ireland

UnderN IrelandIACSGrasslandis recordedunderthe codeFR1, which
includes:

(grassfor grazing,hay and silage,rough grazing,grazedheather,
sainfoin,clover,lucerneandforagevetches).

Thepermanentpasturearea is the total annualarea recordedunder
FR1 (providingit hasbeenFR1 for over5 years).



Protection of Permanent Pasture

Scotland

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Uncultivated Land 
and Semi-Natural Areas) (Scotland) Regulations 2002 

apply to uncultivated land and semi-natural areas.

GAEC 12 Ploughing pasture of a high environmental value.

GAEC 13 Protection of rough grazings/semi natural areas

GAEC 14 Application of lime and fertiliser on rough    
grazings/semi natural areas



Protection of Permanent Pasture

N. Ireland

The Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 2007 apply to uncultivated land and semi-
natural areas.

GAEC 6. Protection of Habitats (Wildlife Areas) Archaeological 
Sites and Permanent Pasture.  

You must retain and do not damage semi-natural habitats, 
including broadleaved woodland, scrub, moorland, wetlands 
and species-rich grasslands.



Present threats to permanent pasture

ÅLand eligibility rules

hedgerows

scrub, wet hollows, parkland trees

ÅPoor implementation of GAEC rules

ÅLack of baseline information 










